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ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF    THE 

Board  of  Managers 

Montana     Soldiers'    Home 


Columbia  Falls,  Montana,  December  i,  1904. 
Hon.  Joseph  K.  Toole, 

Governor  of  Montana. 
Sir:— 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Montana  Soldiers'  Home  has 
the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
November  30th,  1904. 

December  1,  1903,  the  number  of  inmates  was  79,  of  whom 
59  were  present  and  20  absent ;  since  then  24  have  been  admitted, 
making  a  total  of  103  ;  of  these  7  have  died  and  15  been  dis- 
charged, leaving  a  membership  at  this  time  of  81,  of  whom  60 
are  present  and  21  absent  on  furlough. 

After  advertising  five  times  for  bids  for  the  erection  of  the 
building  for  the  accommodation  of  wives  of  inmates,  as  provided 
for  by  act  of  the  Eighth  Legislative  Assembly,  two  bids  were 
received,  one  for  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  building 
according  to  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  sum  of  $6,235.00, 
the  other  for  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  building  and 
including  the  heating  plant  for  the  sum  of  $5,250.00;  even  the 
lower  bid  being  greatly  in  excess  of  the  amount  appropriated. 
After  consulting  with  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  as  to  the 
advisability  of  using  some  other  funds  on  hand,  rather  than 
to  use  what  was  provided  and  ask  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion to  complete  it,  all  were  agreed  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
Home  and  the  State  would  be  conserved  by  accepting  the  lower 
bid  and  ltting  the  contract  for  the  building  completed  in  every 
particular,  including  the  heating  plant,  and  after  the  appropria- 
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tion  was  exhausted  pay  the  balance  out  of  other  funds.  This 
was  accordingly  done  and  the  contract  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  E. 
Moody,  of  Missoula,  in  the  sum  of  $5,250.00.  He  was  afterwards 
allowed  the  further  sum  of  $15.00  for  bins  and  shelving-  in  pantry, 
not  in  plans.  It  is  our  pleasure  to  state  that  the  building  was 
completed  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Board,  and  is  re- 
garded as  the  best,  thought  not  the  largest,  at  the  Home,  and 
the  contractor  is  deserving  the  highest  praise.  It  is  built  of 
brick,  with  hollow  walls,  is  two  stories  in  heighth,  has  ten  rooms 
with  large  clothes  closets  in  each,  a  commodious  dining  room, 
a  large  and  convenient  kitchen  and  pantry,  wide  halls,  easy  stair- 
ways, up  to  date  lavatories  on  each  floor  connected  with  the 
sewer  system  of  the  other  buildings,  a  first  class  hot  air  furnace, 
and  well  fitted  up  laundry  room  in  the  basement,  also  a  store 
room  and  ample  room  for  fuel.  The  building  completed,  it  was 
furnished  throughout  in  such  manner  as  to  give  comfort  and 
pleasure  to  the  inmates  and  is  ready  for  occupancy.  It  will 
accommodate  nine  inmates  with  their  wives  and  leave  one  room 
for  cook  or  matron,  giving  to  each  the  privacy  and  conveniences 
to  be  obtained  in  our  best  hotels.  Montana  has  thus  far  nobly 
discharged  her  duty  to  the  veterans  of  the  Mexican,  Civil  and 
Spanish-American  wars.  No  applications  have  yet  been  received 
for  admission,  but  it  is  expected  that  when  it  is  known  that  such 
excellent  accommodations  have  been  provided  it  will  be  rapidly 
filled. 

The  appropriation  for  a  hospital  building,  some  years  ago, 
proved  inadequate,  and  to  economize  as  much  as  possibly  only 
so  much  cellar  room  as  would  accommodate  the  furnace  was 
excavated,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  complete  the  excavation 
and  wall  up  the  rest  of  the  space  under  the  building  and  move 
the  furnace  to  near  the  northeast  corner  in  order  to  properly 
heat  the  hospital;  also  to  add  a  dining  room,  which  was  dis- 
pensed with  when  it  was  built.  This  is  a  material  improvement 
and  cost  about  $600.00,  and  is  embraced  in  the  item  of  repairs. 
The  health  of  the  inmtaes  has  been  good  considering  their  age 
and  condition,  but  every  year  the  number  able  to  do  any  work 
about  the  place  becomes  less,  more  require  hospital  treatment 
and  more  help  will  be  necessary  to  nurse  and  care  for  them. 
The    number   of    employes     indispnsable,     require     considerable 
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room  to  properly  house  them,  and  this  has  been  done  for  the 
past  few  years  in  the  second  story  of  the  hospital,  but  as  that 
is  now  required  for  inmates,  they  have  been  temporarily  placed 
in  some  of  the  back  upper  story  rooms  of  the  new  building, 
until  they  shall  be  needed,  in  which  case  it  will  be  necessary  to 
either  erect  a  building  for  their  use  or  to  build  a  larger  hospital 
and  set  apart  the  present  one  for  the  use  of  employes.  The 
latter  plan  is  the  one  recommended  by  the  Board,  as  a  larger 
and  more  modern  hospital  daily  becomes  more  necessary.  The 
increasing  number  of  hospital  inmates  imposes  greater  labor  on 
the  surgeon  and  it  has  become  imperative  to  increase  his  com- 
pensation for  the  next  year.  The  Home  is  exceedingly  fortunate 
in  its  efficient  executive  officer  and  his  staff  of  assistants,  all  of 
whom  discharge  their  duties  in  a  manner  gratifying  to  the 
Board. 

The  past  year  has  been  exceptionally  dry,  and  for  the  first  time 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants  of  Flathead  County 
the  crops  were  nearly  a  failure,  and  the  products  of  the  garden 
and  farm  were  small  in  comparaison  with  previous  years. 

We  raised  but  140  bushels  of  wheat,  180  bushels  of  oats,  15 
tons  of  hay,  20,000  pounds  of  potatoes  and  probably  sufficient 
quaantity  of  other  vegetables  to  suffice  during  the  winter,  be- 
sides those  consumed  during  the  season,  yet  this  is  beter  than  the 
average  of  the  farms  in  that  vicinity.  Our  orchard  produced 
no  fruit,  though  under  normal  conditions  it  should  nearly  supply 
the  home. 

The  Home  has  three  horses,  three  wagons,  one  mowing  ma- 
chine, plows,  disc  harrows  and  other  farming  tools ;  seven  cows, 
four  hogs,  a  large  number  of  chickens  and  turkeys  and  during 
the  past  year  has  supplied  1,132  pounds  of  beef  and  1,367  pounds 
of  pork  for  consumption  by  the  inmates.  The  garden  and  farm- 
ing land  has  all  been  plowed  this  fall  ready  for  seeding  in  the 
spring  time.  The  fences  and  buildings  are  in  good  repair 
though  the  main  building  will  need  painting  next  year.  All 
buildings  and  contents  are  properly  insured. 


The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  are  as  follows : 

Balance  on  hand  Dec.  1.  1903   $3,857.60 

Appropriation  for  1904  8,010.00 

Received  from  the  U.   S.  and  Fort  Maginnis 6,116.68 

Total    $17,984.28 

Expended — 

For  subsistence    $3,218.41 

For  furnishing,   including  fuel  and  light 1,288.11 

For  clothing  866.55 

For  employes   1,688.00 

For  construction  2,582.50 

For    repairs    939.42 

For  farm   (including  farmer  employed)    769.70 

For  hospital  (including  burials)   .   2,018.84 

For     current    expenses    (including  expenses    of   Board,    salary 

Commandant,  etc 1,683.49 

Appropriation    lapsed    7.32 

Total    $15,052.84 

Balance  on  hand  $2,931.44 

Women's    Building. 

Appropriated   for  erecting    $3,000.00 

Expended — 

For  advertising  $    116.00 

Architects'    fees    182.00 

Paid    contractor    2,802.00 

Total    $3,000.00 

Maintenance  Fund. 

Appropriation  for  1903  $1,000.00 

Appropriation  for  1904  2,000.00 

Total    $3,000.00 

Expended — 

For    furnishing   building    $1,351.91 

For   insurance    190.00 

For  printing  and  advertising  11.50 

For   subsistence    154.55 

For  sewer  and   water  connections   111.46 

Total    $1,758.41 

Balance  (to  be  covered  back  into  Treasury)    $1,241.59 
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Estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  the  support  of  Montana 
Soldiers'  Home  for  the  years  1905  and  1906. 

1905.  1906. 
For  current  expenses   (salary  Command- 
ant, expenses  of  Board,  postage,  etc $2,300.00  $2,300.00 

For  subsistence   4,300.00  4,400.00 

For  clothing   1,200.00  1.100.00 

For  employes   2,400.00  2,500.00 

For    hospital    3,000.00  3.000.00 

For   repairs    600.00  700.00 

For    farm    SOO.OO  •  SOO.OO 

For  fuel  and  light  900.00  1,000.00 

For   insurance,    printing,    etc 500.00  50.00 

Total    $16,000.00  $15,850.00 

Less  balance  on  hand,  U.  S.  Aid $2,931.44 

Estimated  from  U.  S.  aid 6,000.00—  8,931.44  6.000.00 

Balance  required  $7,068.56  $9,S50.00 

To  be  appropriated  for  the  year  ending  Nov.     30,    1905     $7,068.56 

To  be  appropriated  for  the  year  ending  Nov.    30,     1906     $9,S50.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)  MARTIN  MAGINNIS, 

President. 
C.  B.  MILLER, 

Sec'y.  and  Treas. 
JNO.  L.  SLOANE, 
AL.  INGRAHAM, 
HENRY   N.   BLAKE, 

Managers. 
Enclosed  herewith  is  a  list  of  members  of  Montana  Soldiers' 
Home.  C  B.  MILLER, 

Secretary. 
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